The second-look operation for ovarian neoplasms: a study of 85 cases emphasizing cytologic and histologic problems.
This study reviews the clinical, cytologic, and histologic findings in 85 female patients who underwent a "second-look" exploratory laparotomy to evaluate the response to therapy for primary ovarian malignancies. Most patients had no evidence of clinically active disease at the time of the follow-up surgical procedure, and, therefore, the results of the multiple biopsies and cytologic studies were paramount in the decision to continue or withhold additional treatment. Unequivocally positive or negative findings were obtained in 64% of cases. In the remaining 36% of cases, there was a spectrum of atypical cytologic and/or histopathologic features with sufficiently disturbing aspects as to raise questions about the differential diagnosis.